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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

primitive digestion and distillin
ations have been carried over
probably of others in-
to the writings of the
Arabians   and  from
these into other al-
chemical   works   of
the middle ages.1)

As the prototype
of a common flask;
the figure of an ost-
rich 2) is given (fig. 5);
as that of a retort a
goose (fig. 6) or a
pelican8) (fig. 7). The

I vessels. Such pictorial represent-
from the writings of Zosimos, and
shape of a bear ser-
ved for a still (cuc-
urbita)4) and head
(alembicus) (fig. 8).
An improved form of
this simple distilling
apparatus is found
in the writings of
Geber;5) and of Al-
bucasis.0) The latter
not only described
glass distilling ves-
sels, but also those

Fig. 6.

prepared of glazed earthenware (fig. 9).    He also described a
kind of fractional distillation for the purpose of a "better con-

*) Joannis Rhenani, Medici, Soli's e puteo emergeritis: sive disserta-
tionis chymia technice practica, materia lapidis philosophic! et clavis operum
Paracelsi, qua abstrusa implicantur deficientia supplentur. Francofurti 1613.
Pars 1. Theoremata chymio technica.

2)  Phiala est vas vitreum ex venire in modum sphaerae rotundo gra-
cilem canal em in proceritatem emittens.

3)  Pelicanus est vas circulatorium e figura pelicani pectus suum rostro
fodientis) pullosque suos refarcientis nuncupatum, amplo ventre sensim in
angustiis collum vergente, quod retortum et curvatum os rursus in ventrem
immittit

4)  Cucurbita  est vas plerumque  turbinatum,   in  cucurbitae  vel pyri
formam   utero   turgescens.    Cucurbita   cum   suo   alembico   juncta   e/us-
modi est.

5)   Gebri Summa perfection's magisterii.  Gedani 1682.

6)  See p. 25.